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Family Fun – Work Days 
Join in the fun as we share the tasks of keeping our First Church buildings and grounds clean and 
beautiful. On November 8 and 16, from 9 :00 am – Noon, you are welcome to bring supplies 
and enthusiasm to tackle several projects. The next meeting of the Building and Grounds 
Committee is November 6 at 7:30 pm.  
 

 
Dedham Food Pantry Fund Raising Event 

Our own Lynn Rogal is always on the go on behalf of the Dedham Food Pantry. She would like 
us to know that Sunday, November 2

nd
, from 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm, there will be a very special 

event at FINZ Seafood & Grill, 910 Washington Street, Dedham. A full Buffet and Raw Bar will 
be served for $24.99 per person, all profits to benefit the Dedham Food Pantry. Also on hand,  
author Gary Braver, will be selling autographed copies , of Flashback, Gray Matter, and Skin 

Deep to benefit the food pantry.  
 

 

Save the date! 
On November 22nd at 7 pm First Church will present a semi-staged performance of "Amahl and 
the Night Visitors". The story of a shepherd boy who meets three kings on the eve of the nativity, 
this delightful opera runs about an hour and is suitable for all ages. Our production will 
feature Diane Winchester as the Mother and William McBrian as Amahl. Admission is free, but 
donations will be accepted for the instrument maintenance fund. Please join us for this wonderful 
prelude to the holiday season! 

 
 

Green and Silver 
The silver lining to the dark clouds of economic doom and gloom currently gathering overhead is 
the falling price of oil. Gasoline is now back down to the range of $3 a gallon, which seems 
reasonable in comparison to the summer’s high of $4. Heating oil prices are expected to follow 
suit, ie to be less than predicted just a few months ago, and it seems like a relief. According to 
the U.S. Department of Energy, however, gas in the Boston area costs $0.16 more per gallon 
now than it did a year ago, and the average bill for heating your home with oil is expected to 
increase 23%. If you heat with oil, as First Church does and as many of us do in our homes, the 
recent “drop” in oil prices could still leave us with a bigger bill at the end of the winter. Even the 
cost of heating with natural gas is estimated to rise by 18%. 
  
Another silver lining I thought about this summer was the unexpected benefit brought by high 
gas prices. Many of us suddenly got serious about conserving energy. People started taking 
public transportation more frequently, car pooling, walking or just being more mindful of how 
they used their cars. The decrease in gas prices began before the decrease in stock prices, and  
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was partially attributed to this change in consumer behavior. The balance of supply and demand  
worked just the way it was explained in economics class! The trouble with the system, however, 
is that it only takes certain things into account. The cost of finding oil, extracting it and 
distributing it are factored into the price, but the costs of global warming, health impacts and 
other environmental consequences are “externalized”, a nice way of saying “billed to everyone 
else”, or in the words of Garrett Hardin “Private profits, public costs”. Since we are the ones who 
pay these hidden costs, it would be worth our while to reduce our use of fossil fuels even if the 
bill from the oil company is less than we had feared. 
 
The silver lining to the way we have been wasting oil for years is that for many people there is 
lots of gain to be made fairly easily by simple conservation measures. There are many sources 
for this information. Those of us who turn to the internet can start with the website for the Town 
of Dedham (www.dedham-ma.gov). Did you know that Dedham has a Renewable Energy 
Committee, and an Environmental Coordinator? You can find energy saving suggestions and 
links to organizations that can help you. For example, Mass Save (www.masssave.com, 1-800-
632-8300) offers free energy audits, and rebates of up to 75% of the cost of certain energy 
efficiency improvements. You can probably find much of this information at your local library as 
well, and there will be brochures available at the Harvest Dinner and at church after Saturday, 
courtesy of Virginia LeClair, Dedham’s Environmental Coordinator, who summed up the key 
ideas this way: 
 
“Really the best advice though is to be prepared and start early. You can conserve energy, reduce 
your carbon footprint and energy bill by changing from incandescent lights to CFLs, seal and 
insulate your home, power-down computers when they're not in use, program your thermostat to 
save energy when no one is home, and choose Energy Star qualified products. That's the quick 
and short list of how to save.” 
 
Natalie Jensen 
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